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IF OPEN, WE OPEN ON TIME“ A child is both a hope and a promise for mankind.”
Maria Montessori
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	Teacher Section: Welcome Back!  We hope everyone enjoyed their time together as a family.  We are excited to see the children back at school!So here are a few answers to some of the questions parents often ask about Montessori for the Kindergarten-age child.Montessori and the third year! Common Questions asked by parents. What would be the most important advantages of keeping my five-year-old in Montessori?Montessori is an approach to working with children that is intentionally based on what we’ve learned about children’s cognitive, neurological, and emotional development from more than one hundred years of research. Although sometimes misunderstood, the Montessori approach has been acclaimed as one of the most developmentally appropriate models by America’s top experts on early childhood and elementary education. One important difference between what Montessori offers the five-year-old and what many of today’s Kindergarten programs offer is how it helps the young child learn how to learn.Educational research has increasingly shown that students in many schools don’t understand most of what they are being taught. As Howard Gardner, leading educational psychologist and advocate of school reform, wrote: “Many schools have fallen into a pattern of giving kids exercises and drills that result in getting answers on tests that look like they understand.Most students, from as young as those in Kindergarten to students in some of the finest colleges in America, do not understand what they’ve studied in the most basic sense of the term. They lack the capacity to take the knowledge learned in one setting and apply it appropriately in a different setting.Montessori is focused on teaching for understanding.In an Early Childhood Montessori classroom, three- and four-year-olds receive the benefit of two years of sensorial preparation for academic skills by working with the concrete Montessori learning materials. This concrete sensorial experience gradually allows the child to form a mental picture of concepts, such as: How big is a thousand? How many hundreds make up a thousand? And What is really going on when we borrow or carry numbers in mathematical operations?Parents and educators often underestimate the value of the sensorial experiences that the younger children have had in Montessori. Research is very clear that young children learn by observing and manipulating their environment, not through textbooks and workbook exercises. The Montessori materials give the child concrete sensorial impressions of abstract concepts, such as long division, that become the foundation for a lifetime of understanding.But won’t my five-year-old spend her Kindergarten year taking care of younger children instead of doing her own work?No, not at all! When older children work with younger students, they tend to learn more from the experience than their ‘students.’Experiences that facilitate the development of a child’s independence are often very limited in traditional schools.Five-year-olds are usually the leaders and role models in the Primary Montessori classroom. They help to set the tone and serve as an example of appropriate behavior for the class. They often help younger children with their work, actually teaching lessons or correcting errors.Most five-year-olds have been waiting for the longest time to be one of the ‘big kids.’ The leadership role experience reinforces the five year-olds’ sense of autonomy and self-confidence.Five-year-olds are beginning to reflect upon the world. They pay closer attention, notice more details, ask more questions, and begin to explain the world in their own terms. The Kindergarten year is a time when the child begins to integrate everything she learned in the first few years.Academic progress is not our ultimate goal. Our real goal is that they will feel good about themselves and enjoy learning. Mastering basic skills is a side goal.The key concept is readiness. If a child is developmentally not ready to go on, they are neither left behind nor made to feel like a failure. Our goal is not to ensure that children develop at a predetermined rate but to ensure that whatever they do, they do well and feel good about themselves as learners.https://www.montessori.org/the-importance-of-the-kindergarten-year-3/ 
	Text42: Everyday Fundraising Opportunities
	Text44: If University Place school district closes, we will be closed. If they have a late start, then we will open at 10:00am. No AM childcare, this will ensure our staff can get to school safely and in time for us to prepare the grounds for your safety. If we have 3 closures, we will have make-up days. Listen to local radio or TV stations or check the Internet (www.upsd.wednet.edu/upsd/site or www.montessoriinmotion.org) for school closure announcements.


